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Tread on the well-beaten paths of Thailand’s travel trails and you’ll find exciting neon 

lights, colourful festivities and frenzying night life beckoning amidst modern skyscrapers 

and towering shopping malls. 

 
Go off the highways and streets to enter a new world of ancient temples, rich heritage 

and hidden gardens abundant with treasures. Venture into new territories where majestic 

mountain peaks, cascading waterfalls and lush green forests reward the adventurous. 

     
Thailand, the land of mysterious allure, rich culture and beautiful smiles 

– a bountiful land truly blessed with many offerings for the quintessential 

traveller to discover and explore! Come for a truly enlightening journey as you 

uncover Thailand’s greatest treasures within the amazing 70-odd pages of this 

comprehensive guide. Make this your travel bible as you traverse the beautiful 

‘Land of Smiles’ with us!

*Find out what Sawasdee means by clicking HERE! 

Sawasdee         

       Thailand!

LEGEND (Activities)

Island
Hopping

Diving EatingCulture Handicrafts History

Shopping Sightseeing SnorkellingKayaking NightlifeNature

Adventure Boating CampingBoxing Caving

Sun-
bathing

Swimming Walks/
Hikes

Zorbing

TubingSpa
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All information in this guide is correct 
at press time and is subject to change  

without prior notice.

Special thanks to Tourism Authority of 
Thailand (TAT). All photos indicated in this 

guide are the property of TAT. All rights 
reserved. Any unauthorized reprint or usage 
of the materials without permission from TAT 

is prohibited.

5©AirAsia Berhad 2013. All rights reserved.  |



NORTH

THAILAND



SOUTH

THAILAND



MAP OF

BANGKOK



Anything and everything you want can be 
found in Chatuchak! 

BANGKOK
Bound!
 กรุงเทพ

ฯ  

What’s a visit to Bangkok without 
visiting the world’s largest outdoor 
market? Bargains and cheap wares, 
there’s no wonder why many flock 
to Chatuchak for this reason! The 
key is to haggle, though it may not 
work on some of the peddlers. 

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International Airport  
 (20 mins taxi) → Chatuchak   
 Weekend Market 
OR
•	 City Centre (by BTS Mo Chit 
 Station or MRT Kampheng Phet  
 Station) → Chatuchak   
 Weekend Market

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/Bangkok

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
Bring bottled water and a fan, and 
grab the free maps available. The 
most popular meeting point would 
be the clock tower.

The simple word that excites 
most women (and men as well), 
Bangkok is a mecca of shopping 
malls, each with its own unique 
specialty. Top of the list are MBK, 
Siam Paragon, Central World and 
Siam Square, and of course, the 
ever popular Platinum Mall. 

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International 
 Airport (by taxi/ BTS/ MRT) 
 → various malls

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/Bangkok

ACTIVITIES

CHATUCHAK 
WEEKEND MARKET  
ตลาดนัดจตุจักร 

SHOPPING MALLS
ห้างสรรพสินค้า 

BOOK NOW
9©AirAsia Berhad 2013. All rights reserved.  |

http://booking.airasia.com/Search.aspx?culture=en-GB&origin1=KUL&destination1=DMK&cid=eaa525tebta
www.tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Bangkok
www.tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Bangkok
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=13.798803,100.550283


As one of the primary shopping 
destinations in Thailand, the 
best time to scour for bargains in 
Bangkok is when the sun (and 
heat) has set, and little stalls are 
set up along the streets. Popular 
ones are Patpong, Khaosan, 
Saphan Phut and Ratchada. 

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International   
 Airport (taxi/tuk tuk/trains) 
 (20 mins taxi) → night markets

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/Bangkok

ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL INSIGHTS   
Talad Rot Fai is where you’ll find 
retro and vintage products, or get 
a drink from the VW van bars. The 
market has moved to a new location 
in Samut Prakarn.

FANS SUGGEST  
The latest sensation is Asiatique, a 
new outdoor mall. There is a free 
ferry from the pier near Saphan 
Taksin BTS Station.

Another world of its own, and 
yet only 2 hours from Bangkok 
city, this ancient city is a world-
renowned UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. One of the most prosperous 
cities in the 17th century, the 
cultural hub boasts many 
magnificent ruins, grand structures 
and serene monasteries. 

ADMISSION 
Depending on temple

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International   
 Airport (30 mins taxi) → Hua  
 Lampong Train Station
•	 Hua Lampong Train Station 
 (2 hrs train) → Ayutthaya
OR

•	 Don Mueang International   
 Airport (1.5 hrs taxi) →   
 Ayutthaya

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://www.tourismthailand.org/ 

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
The best way to see Ayutthaya is 
on a river cruise, where you can 
see the beauty and lifestyle of the 
locals along the river.

NIGHT MARKETS   
ตลาดกลางคืน

AYUTTHAYA   
พระนครศรีอยุธยา

Asiatique is an outdoor 
shopping paradise! 

Stroll the many heritage sites and be 
enlightened! © Christiana
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Thai’s unique martial art may 
be foreign to many, but for an 
affordable price, you can get 
arena-side seats to feel the blood, 
sweat and tears. Watching a match 
is truly a memorable experience.

ADMISSION 
From THB 200 (locals)/THB 800 
(foreigners) to THB 1,500 (ringside 
seats)

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International   
 Airport (35 mins taxi) 
 → Lumpini Stadium

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/Bangkok

ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL INSIGHTS   
Ignore the touts outside the stadium 
and head towards the ticketing box 
to purchase your official tickets.

A colourful cultural extravaganza 
that leaves you with lasting 
memories, Siam Niramit is a 
show not to-be-missed! With an 
authentic Thai buffet along with an 
entertaining depiction of Thailand’s 
heritage on a world-class stage, it’s 
no wonder Siam Niramit appeals to 
all ages. 

ADMISSION 
Depending on Standard/Golden 
Seat, with/without dinner – 
THB 1,500 to THB 2,350

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International   
 Airport (25 mins taxi) 
 → Siam Niramit

CONTACT 
Siam Niramit
+6626499222
http://www.siamniramit.com/
SNbooking.php

ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL INSIGHTS   
Cameras are not allowed into the 
vicinity. You’ll be required to deposit 
your recording devices at the 
lockers in front. 

MUAY THAI @ LUMPINI     
มวยไทย

SIAM NIRAMIT   
สยามนิรมิต 

The promo poster for Siam Niramit – looks promising?  © Siam Niramit

Unique to Thailand are its 
remarkable floating markets, 
where peddlers trade on small 
boats laden with colourful fruits 
and vegetables. The two worth 
checking out are the Damnoen 
Morning Market and the Amphawa 
Evening Floating Market. 

ADMISSION 
Depending on boat rental

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International   
 Airport (taxi/tuk tuk) 
 → floating markets

CONTACT 
Amphawa Floating Market
http://www.
amphawafloatingmarket.com/

ACTIVITIES

FLOATING MARKETS      
ตลาดน้ำา

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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Koh Lan is an island 7.5 km away from 
Pattaya that offers pristine beaches 
perfect for snorkeling and coral viewing 
from a glass-bottom boat. 

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International   
 Airport (30 mins taxi) 
 → Mo Chit 2 Bus Terminal

•	 Mo Chit 2 Bus Terminal  
 (2 hrs bus) → North Pattaya
•	 Bali Hai Pier (45 mins ferry boat  
 /15 mins speedboat) → Koh Lan

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://www.tourismthailand.
org/See-and-Do/Sights-and-
Attractions-Detail/Koh-Lan--557

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST
Enjoy the world’s famous 
transvestite cabaret shows Alcazar 
or Tiffany’s Show, located in Pattaya 
town itself!

PATTAYA: KOH LAN เกาะล้าน

A magnificent sanctuary, this 
religious 20-storey structure in 
the beach town of Pattaya has 
Thai, Khmer, Chinese and Indian 
influences, and is made of wood, 
without a single metal nail. 

ADMISSION
Adults THB 500/ Child THB 250. 
Compulsory tours every 30 mins

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International   
 Airport (30 mins taxi) → Mo Chit  
 2 Bus Terminal
•	 Mo Chit 2 Bus Terminal (2 hrs  
 bus) → Pattaya
•	 Pattaya (15 mins motorcycle/ 
 taxi) → Sanctuary of Truth

CONTACT 
http://www.sanctuaryoftruth.com

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST
Plan to arrive at 11.30am/3.30pm 
for traditional dance performances.

Live like a cowboy and enjoy the 
animal shows (and feed them too!) 
in this farm 1.5 hrs from Bangkok! 

ADMISSION
Adult THB 300 / Child THB 150 

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International   
 Airport (1.5 hrs rented car) 
 →  Chokchai Farm 

CONTACT 
http://www.farmchokchai.com/en/
index_content.php?content_id=39

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST
Stay overnight in the boutique 
camp for a real cowboy experience!

PATTAYA: 
SANCTUARY OF TRUTH     
ปราสาทสัจธรรม

KHAO YAI: CHOKCHAI FARM    
ฟาร์มโชคชัย

Wonder in 
amazement 

at the ancient 
building 

techniques of 
this wooden 

sanctuary without 
metal nails.
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Khao Sam Roi Yot means ‘the hill with 300 
peaks’, where breathtaking views welcome all.  
Take a leisurely 2 hour drive to see the Phraya 
Nakhon Cave which features a pavilion within 
the cave to honour King Rama V.  

ADMISSION
Adults THB 200 / Child THB 100 

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International Airport 
 (2 hrs by rented car) → Khao   
 Sam Roi Yot National Park 

CONTACT 
http://www.tourismthailand.org/See-and-Do/
Sights-and-Attractions-Detail/Khao-Sam-
Roi-Yot-National-Park--6391

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST
Book a day trip here via the many travel 
agencies in Hua Hin.

Thailand’s first national park covers four provinces. 
Come for trekking, bird watching, night safari and even 
refreshing waterfalls! A respite away from the bustling city.

ADMISSION
Adults THB 400 / Child THB 200 (Car fee THB 50) 

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International Airport (30 mins by taxi)   
 → South Bus Terminal
•	 South Bus Terminal (2 hrs bus) → Pak Chong
•	 Pak Chong (30 mins rented car) → Khao Yai National Park

CONTACT 
http://www.tourismthailand.org/see-do-thip/attraction-
detail?attraction_id=485

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT
Khao Yai was named UNESCO World Heritage site and 
has one of the largest monsoon forests in Asia.

This open-air market in 
beach town Hua Hin 
features art exhibitions, 
a food zone, and an art 
market from 4pm onwards.

ADMISSION  
Free

HOW
•	 Hua Hin (15 mins tuk   
 tuk/songthaew) 
 → Cicada Market

CONTACT 
http://www.cicadamarket.
com

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST
Another must-visit is the 
Hua Hin Floating Market 
- nostalgic atmosphere  
amongst over 250 shops! 

HUA HIN: 
KHAO SAM ROI YOT NATIONAL PARK      
อุทยานแห่งชาติเขาสามร้อยยอด

KHAO YAI NATIONAL PARK     
อุทยานแห่งชาติเขาใหญ่

HUA HIN: CICADA MARKET     
ตลาดซิเคด้า

The pavilion within the cave is truly a wonderment.

Dive into cold waters at 
the many waterfalls of the 

Khao Yai National Park
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The temple of dawn, aptly named 
for the beautiful iridescent 
reflection of the first sunlight 
against the temple walls, is one 
of the more well-known cultural 
landmarks of Bangkok. It’s easily 
accessed via the Chao Phraya 
River. 

ADMISSION 
THB 50 (foreigners)

HOW
•	 Don Mueang International   
 Airport (40 mins taxi) 
 → Wat Arun

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/Bangkok

ACTIVITIES

WAT ARUN 
วัดอรุณ

From Frequency Fare From
Chiang Mai 12x Daily THB 1019
Chiang Rai 4x Daily THB 1019
Hat Yai 9x Daily THB 1019
Krabi 7x Daily THB 1436
Khon Kaen 2x Daily THB 1140
Nakhon Phanom 1x Daily THB 969 
Nakhon Si Thammarat 4x Daily THB 1062
Narathiwat 1x Daily THB 1249
Phuket 12x Daily THB 1299
Surat Thani 4x Daily THB 969
Trang 3x Daily THB 969
Ubon Ratchathani 2x Daily THB 969
Udon Thani 3x Daily THB 969
Kuala Lumpur 11x Daily MYR 193
Penang  1x Daily MYR 244
Chongqing 2x Daily CNY 824
Guangzhou 1x Daily CNY 804
Shenzhen 1x Daily CNY 754
Wuhan 2x Daily CNY 634
Xi’an 1x Daily CNY 664
Kunming 1x Daily CNY 601
Hong Kong 3x Daily HKD 759
Kolkata 1x Daily INR 4580
Chennai 5x Weekly INR 4599 
Bali  1x Daily IDR 926.000
Jakarta 2x Daily IDR 837.000
Medan 1x Daily IDR 373.000
Surabaya 5x Weekly IDR 677.000
Macau 4x Daily MOP 814
Yangon 3x Daily USD 67
Mandalay 1x Daily USD 81
Nay Pyi Taw 1x Daily USD 116
Singapore 6x Daily SGD 83
Hanoi 1x Daily USD 91
Ho Chi Minh City 3x Daily USD 77

GETTING TO BANGKOK

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!
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The unique Hmong people may be found in many ASEAN regions, 
but at the peaks of Doi Pui is where you’ll find Chiang Mai’s own 
Hmong village. The hill tribe still follows their traditional lifestyle, 
languages and customs that date back more than 500 years.

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Chiang Mai International Airport (40 mins taxi) → Hmong  
 Village 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Chiang-Mai

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
You can join a local one-day trip that includes the Hmong Village 
visit, elephant ride and river drifting. Come in November and 
December, and you’ll get to see poppy flowers for a mere THB 10! 

Culturally

CHIANG MAI

เชียงใหม
่่ HMONG VILLAGE  บ้านม้งแม่สาใหม่
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MAE TAENG
ELEPHANT PARK   
ปางช้างแม่แตง

KAREN VILLAGE    
หมู่บ้านชาวกะเหรี่ยง

Feel, smell, touch and ride the 
elephants in the most exquisite 
wildlife experience ever! Watch the 
elephants sketch and play football, 
and even give the gentle giants a 
mud bath by the river!  

ADMISSION THB 200 

HOW
•	 Chiang Mai International Airport 
 (1 hr taxi) → Mae Taeng Elephant  
 Park

CONTACT 
Mae Taeng Elephant Park
+660846120772
http://www.chiangmaielephants.asia/
html/about_us.html
info@chiangmaielephants.asia

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST 
Try bamboo rafting and oxcart riding 
if you are not interested in climbing 
onto an elephant. A buffet lunch will 
be served after these activities.

FUN FACT!   
The camp offers free medical care 
to any sick or injured elephant in 
the Maetaman Village. 

One does not simply come to 
Chiang Mai and not visit Karen 
Village, home to the Long Neck 
tribe. The beauty of the Padong 
women is shown in the number of 
neck rings. See the harmonious 
village up close and their 
fascinating way of life, traditions 
and customs. 

ADMISSION THB 250 

HOW
•	 Chiang Mai International Airport 
 (1 hr taxi) → Karen Village

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Chiang-Mai

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT!   
The Karen people believe that the 
more brass rings worn on a woman’s 
neck, the more beautiful she is. 
They start wearing brass rings at the 
age of 5 or 6 with 5 rings at a time. 
Rings are added on every 9 years 
until they reach the age of 45. 

© Vikki Goh

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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THAPAE WALKING STREET  
(SUNDAY MARKET)       
ถนนคนเดินท่าแพ

PAI TOWN     
ปาย

Never underestimate tiny towns, 
especially one like Pai Town. 
Fresh air, countryside sceneries 
and a hot spot for many tourists, 
it’s no wonder that the hippie-
inspired town is popular for a few 
days’ getaway. 

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Chiang Mai International Airport  
 (15 mins taxi/songtheaw) 
 → Chiang Mai Arcade Station
•	 Chiang Mai Arcade Station 
 (3-4 hrs mini bus/van) → Pai Town

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Chiang-Mai

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST 
Rent a motorbike and explore the 
quaint town at your own idyllic 
pace. If you prefer a closer look at 
the many sights, exploring by foot is 
also an optimistic option. 

WAT PHRATHAT DOI SUTHEP      
วัดพระธาตุดอยสุเทพ

After climbing the steep Naga 
(serpent) staircase comprising 304 
steps, you will reach Chiang Mai’s 
most famous temple on the flank 
of Suthep Mountain. Thousands 
of tourists and Buddhist pilgrims 
worldwide flock to the famous 
landmark every year.  

ADMISSION 
THB 30 / THB 50 (inclusive of two-
way tram) 

HOW
•	 Chiang Mai International Airport  
 (40 mins taxi) → Wat Prathat   
 Doi Suthep

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Chiang-Mai

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT!  
It is believed that the temple site 
was selected by an auspicious 
elephant. Sumana, a Buddhism 
monk placed Buddha relics on the 
elephant’s back and set it free. The 
elephant stopped at the site where 
the temple now stands.

Every Sunday from 4pm to 11pm, 
come to Ratchadamnoen Road for 
handicrafts, local foods and street 
performances. 

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Chiang Mai International Airport  
 (20 mins taxi) → Ratchadamnoen  
 Road 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Chiang-Mai

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT!  
Even locals love to come here for 
shopping and food. One of the 
highlights is the Lanna music show. 

From Frequency Fare From
Bangkok 12x Daily THB 1019
Hat Yai 2x Daily THB 1393
Macau 1x Daily MOP 844
Kuala Lumpur  10x Weekly MYR 202

GETTING TO CHIANG MAI

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now! BOOK NOW
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Top

You cannot boast that you’ve truly been to Thailand (any part) till you’ve done all ten! 
This is your bucket list to an authentic Thailand Experience.

By Ellyse Ng

Must-Do
Thai 
Experiences!

Sun-lovin’ on a Koh
They call their sun-kissed islands 
“Koh”, and that word was like 
heaven to a beach lover like 
me. I’ve lain on the soft sandy 
beaches of Koh Lanta, bathed in 
the crystal waters of Koh Samui, 
and called Koh Lipe home for 
five glorious days. When you find 
yourself yearning for the best 
island experiences, Thailand’s 
wondrous Kohs beckon.

Eat tom yum like a pro
When I had my first taste 
of tom yum, I was sitting 
on a dilapidated stool by 
the roadside, glamorously 
clad in singlet and shorts. 
It was like a fiery beast 
trying to claw its way out 
of my mouth. Five days 
in Thailand and twenty 
bowls later, the mighty inferno was tamed. It takes time to acclimatize 
your palates, but once you’ve gotten past the initial flames, you’ll find 
yourself claiming it as part of your daily Thai diet.

Eat bugs
You see the fried little cretins 
in roadside stalls and you’re 
curious how they taste like. Let 
me tell you upfront – they taste 
just like chicken! It’s always a 
memorable experience to put 
them in your mouth, the crispy 
legs touching the top of your 
mouth whilst you chew on the 
crunchy exterior. 

Ah, this is paradise. Now, don’t 
wake me up till September 

ends…

Chew on this…if 
you dare! 

Go for a traditional Thai massage
The ladies/men are brutal, but that’s the reason why they are 
the best in the world! Massage parlours are aplenty, but once 
you’ve picked a great (and reliable) one, you’ll always want 
to go back for more pain. Using force on the acupuncture 
points, a Thai massage will leave you in pain for a split 
second, followed by a refreshing feeling of rejuvenation all 
day long. 

SPECIAL

FEATURE I

1

4
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Go for a ‘show’
Now, what are you thinking there? There are a whole lot of forms of 
entertainment in Thailand, but more well-known productions such as 
Siam Niramit in Bangkok and Phuket’s FantaSea will leave you breathless. 
Extravagant props, impressive stage sceneries and animals that act make 
these attractions world class.

Say wat?
Wat – that’s the name given to the 
many sacred and holy temples of 
Thailand. It’s quite an enlightening 
experience to be surrounded 
by the rich history, heritage and 
resplendent stupas, as you watch 
the monks meditate in silence and 
go about their daily routines. 

Get wet!
No…really. I kid you not. Head over 
to Thailand for Songkran, and you’ll 
see what I mean. No street is safe 
from the splashes of water during 
the nation’s hottest month. You’ll 
spot many foreigners during the 
celebration – converging together 
just to be part of this fun festival! Tip 
– wear an old t-shirt that you won’t 
mind ruining with water.

Tuk tuk
You’ve 
never truly had 
a full 
Thai experience 
until you’ve sat on a hell-raising 
tuk tuk ride through the city streets. 
These death-defying drivers will 
find every nook and corner to steer 
into just to avoid the jam, and 
sometimes that would mean going 
against the traffic. Remember to 
hold on tight to your belongings. 

Full moon party
Ah, the world famous Full Moon 
Parties - held in Koh Phangan every 
month. Who needs Ibiza when you 
could be here at the heart of the party 
at a fraction of the cost? Dance the 
night away on the festive beaches, 
where a melting pot of party-goers will 
join you in the colourful fiesta.

Haggle like there’s no tomorrow
Till today, no country holds a 
candle against Thailand’s shopping 
experience. The clothes go for 
cheap, and there is always room 
to haggle. From night markets 
to outdoor markets and to even 
roadside stalls, remember to 
ruthlessly ask for a discount.

Lot noi dai mai ? 
Cheaper please? 

© Siam Niramit

© Fattzai
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Captivating

CHIANG RAI

เชียงราย
 

Wait till you see this flower garden! 
Located atop a mountain with 
spectacular views, the botanical 
park lies on the slopes below 
the royal villa. Beautiful flowers 
growing between rock formations 
are the key highlights of this 
expansive flower garden, nurtured 
by the locals.

ADMISSION
THB 80 / THB 130 with Royal Villa 

HOW
•	 Chiang Rai International   
 Airport (20 mins taxi) 
 → Central Bus Station
•	 Central Bus Station (50 mins   
 songthaew/bus) → Doi Tung   
 Junction (Mae Sai bound)
•	 Doi Tung Junction (45 mins   
 songthaew) → Doi Tung   
 Flower Garden

CONTACT 
Doi Tung Development Project
+6653767015-7
http://www.doitung.org/

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT!  
The Royal Villa has mixed Swiss 
and Lanna architectural styles built 
adjacent to the flower garden. 

Remember to wear bright brilliant 
colours (not WHITE) when you’re 
snapping in front of the temple! 
© Hazlina Hassan

White is the only colour you’ll find in 
Wat Rong Khun. The unconventional 
Buddhist temple is where you’ll find 
eclectic murals with both Buddhism 
elements and modern influences. 

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Chiang Rai International Airport 
 (30-40 mins taxi) → Wat Rong Khun

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/
Chiang-Rai

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
No photography allowed inside the 
temple. However, go visit the “Golden 
Toilet”- one of the most beautiful toilets 
in Thailand.

WAT RONG KHUN วัดร่องขุ่น

DOI TUNG FLOWER GARDEN (MAE FAH LUANG)    
ดอยตุง (สวนแม่ฟ้าหลวง)

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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PHU CHI FA     
ภูชี้ฟ้า 

The meeting point of Laos, Myanmar 
and Thailand, this previous hub 
of opium production is now a 
flourishing tourist spot. Catch the 
giant golden Buddha on a ship, go 
on river cruises, see the elephant 
statues atop a palanquin or find out 
more about its opium history. 

ADMISSION
THB 300 into Hall of Opium 

HOW
•	 Chiang Rai International Airport 
 (1 hr 15 mins taxi) → Sop Ruak

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Chiang-Rai

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
Take a boat ride across the small 
island named Don Sao in Laos - no 
visa required! Two countries in one!

Non-athletic folks may be hesitant to 
explore this forest park on foot, but 
the spectacle of the “sea of mist” 
with the fog-surrounded hills at dawn 
makes you feel like you’re standing 
on top of the world! 

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Chiang Rai International Airport  
 (2.5 – 3 hrs taxi) → Phu Chi Fa  

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Chiang-Rai

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
Food is sold near the peak, but pack 
lunch if you’re not fond of instant 
porridge. It’s best to stay overnight at 
Ban Rom Fa Thong or Ban Rom Fa 
Thai so you’ll be fresh enough to rise 
early to get to the peak and catch 
the breathtaking sunrise. 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE    
สามเหลี่ยมทองคำา

CHIANG SAEN CITY   
เชียงแสน 

Many search for the land that 
stood still in time, and it’s here in 
Chiang Saen. Part of the old Lanna 
Kingdom, the ancient town’s charm 
is seen in its untouched double 
city walls, Buddha images with 
Lanna, Sukhothai and Ayutthaya art 
techniques and graceful stuccos.

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Chiang Rai International Airport  
 (1-1.5 hrs taxi) → Chiang Saen

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Chiang-Rai

ACTIVITIES 

 

LOCAL INSIGHTS 
Eat like the locals when you head 
over to the banks of the Mekong 
where you’ll be sitting on the mats 
with small tables - quite a treat. 

From Frequency Fare From
Bangkok 4x Daily THB 1019

GETTING TO CHIANG RAI

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!

BOOK NOW

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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The temple itself may not hold a candle against other big name 
temples in Thailand but it houses a special inhabitant—a 
35-metre long reclining Buddha, also known as Phra Phuttha 
Hatta Mongkhon, the world’s 3rd largest reclining Buddha.

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Hat Yai Airport (15 mins taxi) → Wat Hat Yai Nai 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand   +6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Hat-Yai

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
Be careful of folks 
asking for donations.

WAT HAT YAI NAI  วัดหาดใหญ่ใน

SAMILA BEACH  หาดสมิลา

While there are many myths and legends 
surrounding the golden mermaid statue 
that has become a symbol of Songkhla, 
there is a lot more to this beach beyond 
the icon. Locals and travellers come here 
to swim, have a  picnic, or just to enjoy 
the soft sea breeze – a wonderful idyllic 
day in the sun! 

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Hat Yai Airport (1 hr taxi) → Samila  
 Beach

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/
Hat-Yai

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
Flying kites in all colours and shapes 
are sold near the beach, perfect for an 
afternoon of fun in paradise.     

Hopping Through

HAT YAI
หาดใหญ

่

From Frequency Fare From
Kuala Lumpur 1x Daily  MYR 134
Bangkok 9x Daily  THB 1019

GETTING TO HAT YAI

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!
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So much to see and do here, you’ll 
need at least half a day to explore. 
The lake, lush landscape and 
flowerbeds occupy majority of the 
compound. You’ll also find a cable 
car, planetarium, KuanIm Temple, 
King Rama V monument and 
Buddha statues in the vicinity.

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Hat Yai Airport (30 mins taxi) 
 → Hat Yai Municipal Park

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Hat-Yai

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
Don’t forget to check out the 
Hat Yai Observatory Planetarium 
(located inside park grounds) 
where you can hop on over to the 
observatory platform, museum 
or mini theatre which shows a 
documentary on the universe.

HAT YAI MUNICIPAL PARK      
สวนสาธารณะเทศบาลเมืองหาดใหญ่

On the banks of Hat Yai River lives 
the buzzing action of Khlong Hae 
Floating Market, where there is a 
row of boats selling local delicacies 
and trinkets at bargain prices. The 
kaleidoscope of colours, food and 
aroma here makes this place a 
photographer’s heaven. 

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Hat Yai Airport (25 mins taxi) 
 → Khlong Hae Floating Market 

Seafood and khanomjeen (rice 
noodles) are popular at the many 
street food stalls, but the must-try is 
the famous Hat Yai fried chicken.

HOW
•	 Hat Yai Airport (20 mins taxi) 
 → Hat Yai town 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Hat-Yai

ACTIVITIES

FUN FACT!  
Southern Thailand has many 
Chinese signages due to its huge 
Chinese population, making it a 
favourite for the mainland Chinese.

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Hat-Yai

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT!  
In an effort to be more 
environmentally friendly, the sellers 
here have abstained from giving out 
plastic bags or containers, instead 
using bamboo shoots, claypots and 
coconut shells.

KHLONG HAE FLOATING 
MARKET      
ตลาดน้ำาคลองแห

Halal Muslim-operated snack stalls

STREET FOOD
อาหารริมทาง

BOOK NOW
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KRABI-

LICIOUS 
กระบี่

Coupled with clear waters and clean sands, the 
beaches of Krabi guarantee a day of sheer fun in the 
sun. Ao Nang is the most convenient and centrally 
located but for more seawater fun, just hop on a longtail 
boat to the nearby beaches of Railay and Phra Nang!

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Krabi Airport (40 mins taxi) → Ao Nang Beach
•	 Ao Nang Beach (15 mins boat) → Railay Beach
 OR
•	 Ao Nang Beach (20 mins boat) → Phra Nang   
 Beach

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Krabi

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
Bring out your adventurous side with a rock-climbing 

session at Railay Beach, well known as one of 
the best spots in Southeast Asia.

FUN FACT!   
Phra Nang Beach is famous for its 
Phallus Shrine (no, we’re not making 
this up), known as the place where 

fishermen make offerings for a bountiful 
day at the sea.

AO NANG, RAILAY, 
PHRA NANG BEACHES   
อ่าวนาง หาดไร่เลย์ อ่าว
พระนาง 

Ao Nang Beach is beautiful at dusk and dawn. 

Phallus Shrine at Phra Nang 

Beach does not look like its 

namesake… or does it?

BOOK NOW
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Have a fun day dipping 
and splashing around at Sa 
Morakot, a natural pool of 
glistening fresh and crystal 
clear water. The colour of the 
water changes according to 
temperature of the surrounding 

- it turns greenish-blue when it 
is hot and pale green when it is 
cold. 

ADMISSION THB 100 

HOW
•	Krabi Airport (50 mins taxi) 
 → Crystal Lagoon

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Krabi

ACTIVITIES

 
LOCAL INSIGHTS   
You can get a discount on the 
entrance fee if you visit the Khao 
Phanom Bencha National Park 
(HuayToh waterfall) on the same 
day. Just remember to keep your 
stub and ask for the discount.

Named after an old tale of the last 
tiger of Krabi that resided here, this big 
complex comprises a main temple, a 
pagoda in honour of the Goddess of 
Mercy, a library and shops! The first 
staircase (1,237 steps) leads to Khao 
Kaeo Peak and the second one (711 
steps) leads to the monasteries. 

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Krabi Airport (15 mins taxi) 
 → Tiger Cave Temple 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Krabi

ACTIVITIES

 
FANS SUGGEST  
At the top of the Khao Kaeo Peak, 
not only can you enjoy an amazing 
panoramic view, you can also see 
a huge statue of Buddha and his 
replica footprint and the Pagoda of 
the Holy Relic.

TIGER CAVE TEMPLE 
(WAT THAM SUA)    
วัดถ้ำาเสือ

CRYSTAL LAGOON 
(SA MORAKOT)   
สระมรกต

Ginyin Pagoda at Tiger Cave Temple
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A Thai classic soup synonymous with 
southern Thailand, the secret lies in the 
wonderful fusion of coconut milk, lemongrass, 
galangal, herbs and chicken breast chunks.  

WHERE
•	 Everywhere in Krabi

ACTIVITIES

FUN FACT!  
Top celebrity chef Andrew Zimmern loved 
cooking Tom Kha Gai for his guests that he even 
featured the recipe on his website. 

TOM KHA GAI (THAI COCONUT 
CHICKEN SOUP)     
ต้มข่าไก่

Mouth-watering Tom Kha Gai

Khao Khanap Nam Cave’s many chambers.

Featuring magnificent stalagmites and stalactites that are more 
than 6,000 years old, Khao Khanap Nam Cave makes for an 
impressive exploration. Even the journey to the cave is quite an 
experience - a long tail boat ride leading to two limestone peaks 
that form the symbol of Krabi.

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Krabi Airport (1 hr 10 mins taxi) → Chaofah Pier
•	 Chaofah Pier (15 mins longtail boat) → Khao Khanap Nam Cave
•	 Khao Khanap Nam Cave (10 mins longtail boat) → Koh Klang 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Krabi

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
Have lunch at the nearby floating restaurants, where you can 

pick your own seafood to be 
cooked fresh! 

LOCAL INSIGHTS    
From Khao Khanap Nam, 
continue your longtail boat 
journey to Koh Klang to 
experience the local village life of 
southern Thailand.

KHAO KHANAP NAM CAVE   
เขาขนาบน้ำา

From Frequency Fare From
Kuala Lumpur 2x Daily  MYR 164
Bangkok 7x Daily  THB 1486

GETTING TO KRABI

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!
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Navigating

NAKHON SI 

THAMMARAT 

นครศรีธ
รรมราช 

From Frequency Fare From
Bangkok 4x Daily  THB 1112

GETTING TO NAKHON SI THAMMARAT

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!The current Theravada Buddhism practiced in 
Thailand comes from Sri Lanka by way of this 
temple. As one of the most important religious 
and historical structures in southern Thailand, the 
Sri Lankan-style main chedi appears on the 25 
satang coin. 

ADMISSION 
THB 30 /additional THB 20 for the museum

HOW
•	 Nakhon Si Thammarat Airport (30 mins   
taxi/ songthaew ) → Wat Phra Mahathat
 
CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+66753465156
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Nakhon-Si-
Thammarat

ACTIVITIES

 
FUN FACT!  
Pure gold covers the spire of the pagoda, which was 
originally built to house a tooth relic of the Buddha.

The best of nielloware and 
silverware can be found at 
Tha Chang Road, where the 
finest niello in the country 
can be found. Shops here 
also sell handicrafts such as 
kapho fans and yan liphao 
baskets.

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Nakhon Si Thammarat  
 Airport (25 mins taxi/   
 songthaew) 
 → Tha Chang Road 

ACTIVITIES
 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+66753465156 
http://tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/Nakhon-Si-
Thammarat

WAT PHRA MAHATHAT 
WORAMAHAWIHAN     
วัดพระมหาธาตุวรมหาวิหาร

THA CHANG ROAD   ถนนท่าช้าง

JATUKAM HYSTERIA
In 2007, an amulet craze gripped Thailand following the death at 
age 103 of a police detective who famously wore them around his 

neck. Jatukam Ramathep amulets from Wat Phra Mahathat 
became highly prized for the good fortune that they were 
reputed to bring, particularly in the lottery. The frenzy reached 
fever pitch, with frequent robberies and even a death from a 
stampede associated with the talismans. 

Nakhon Si Thammarat is famous for 

yan liphao handicrafts made from 

the vine of the same name. 

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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Named after Thailand’s highest 
peak, which it encompasses, the 
park boasts tropical rainforest trails, 
white water rafting and several 
waterfalls, including the seven-tier 
Krung Ching Waterfalls. Admire 
over 300 species of orchids and 
a multitude of bird species in this 
mountainous watershed.  

ADMISSION THB 200 

HOW
•	 Nakhon Si Thammarat Airport 
 (40 mins taxi/songthaew) → Khao  
 Luang National Park 
   
CONTACT 
Khao Luang National Park
+6675300494/+6675391218
www.dnp.go.th/parkreserve/asp/
style1/default.asp?npid=198&lg=2 

ACTIVITIES

FUN FACT!  
The world’s largest primitive fern, 
the Mahasadam or tree fern, is 
native to Khao Luang. 

The best introduction to nang 
thalung (shadow puppetry) is a visit 
to the house of the renowned puppet 
master Suchart Subsin. Observe the 
making of shadow puppets, watch a 
performance and see the collection of 
puppets from all over Thailand.

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Nakhon Si Thammarat Airport (30  
 mins taxi/songthaew → Nang   
 Talung Museum 
   
CONTACT 
Ban Nang Thalung Suchart Subsin
+6675346394
bannangthalung.com

ACTIVITIES

 
FUN FACT!  
The buffalo skin is dried for three 
days, punched into the desired figure 
and painted in red, yellow and green.

Some say that Khanom is the 
Thailand of years past. Ao Khanom 
could well be your base for idyllic 

wanderings, as caves, waterfalls 
and several beaches are close by. 

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Nakhon Si Thammarat Airport (1 hr  
 15 mins taxi) → Ao Khanom 
   
CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+66753465156 
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Nakhon-Si-Thammarat

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
At sunset, catch a glimpse of the rare 
albino pink dolphins in the sea or 
climb up Dat Fa Mountain for the wall 
of sound created by birds in flight.

KHAO LUANG NATIONAL 
PARK      
อุทยานเขาหลวง

BAN NANG THALUNG 
SUCHART SUBSIN        
พิพิธภัณฑ์หนังตะลุง

AO KHANOM BAY       
อ่าวขนอม

This local specialty ‘khanom jeen 
namya’ is southern Thailand’s answer 
to phad thai. The soft, fermented rice 
noodles topped with curry sauce of 
coconut milk, flaked fish, lemongrass 
and Kaffir lime leaves, are served 
with sides of raw and fermented 
vegetables for that tasty crunch. 

WHERE
• Inexpensive eateries all over 
Nakhon Si Thammarat capital district 

VERMICELLI WITH SPICY 
FISH NAMYA CURRY 
SAUCE   
ขนมจีนน้ำายา

Multi-level waterfalls aplenty at Khao 
Luang (CC BY) Matthew Clark

BOOK NOW

© Tourism Authority of 
Thailand
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The weather in Thailand may be scorching, yet the true ‘heat’ of the country comes from its spicy (and some not 
so spicy) local dishes. Eating in Thailand is an exhilarating experience – both for the palate and your appetite. 

For an unforgettable gastronomical adventure, here is a list of Top 10 dishes for when you’re looking 
to eat your way through Thailand.

GREAT

Tom Yum Goong
If you’re thinking of ever going 
to Thailand without even trying 
out a nice piping hot bowl of 
Tom Yum, you might as well 
not go at all. A memorable 
dish so synonymous with the 
Land of Smiles, the locals 
use generous portions of 
lemongrass, lime leaves, 
galangal and shallots along 
with chillis and fish sauce to 
make this marvelously fragrant 
(and spicy) bowl of sour soup. 
Usually paired with rice.

Gang Keow Wan Gai 
(Green Curry) 
You can pick from red or green 
curry, but Thailand’s green curry 
promises a sweeter taste that’s 
out-of-this-world! It’s a simple 
dish made from green curry 
paste, kefir lime leaves, aubergine 
and fish sauce, and the secret 
ingredient that makes it distinctly 
Thai is its coconut milk.

Phad Thai
Even the expatriates would know 
how to order a good old plate 
of Phad Thai. Rice noodles 
are dressed up in tofu, onion, 
bean sprouts and of course, 
its marvellous finishing touch – 
peanuts. Fried in a wok with a 
fiery fire, you end up with a great 
staple dish that’s easy to order 
and great to consume!

By Ellyse Ng

Som Tam
Originating from northeast 
Thailand, the ‘papaya salad’ of 
Thailand has such a huge following 
that it’s almost a cult. Tangy and 
sweet at the same time, you get 
shredded green papaya coupled 
with fish sauce, chilli, palm sugar, 
lime and tomatoes in an irresistible 
concoction – usually made fresh 
before your very eyes. 

SPECIAL

FEATURE II
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Fried Cretins
Perhaps not for the faint-hearted 
or faint-stomached, but healthy 
servings of grasshoppers, 
roaches, ant eggs, silk worms 
and caterpillars can be found in 
almost all Thai markets. Fried to 
golden (or brown?) perfection, 
the insects come with a variety of 
dipping sauces that makes the 
taste-like-chicken insects even 
more savoury.  

Durian
The durian is the king of fruits, 
but the Thai durian is the king of 
all durians. One of Thai’s greatest 
pleasures would be downing the 
melt-in-your-mouth fruit that 
reigns with its subtle flavour and 
smooth texture - if you can stand 
the pervasive smell! 

Tom Kha Gai
The milky goodness of this 
chicken galangal soup is 
undeniable. Coconut milk, 
galangal, kaffir lime leaves, 
lemongrass, cilantro and 
generous portions of chicken 
are further enhanced by adding 
mushrooms and chilli.

Thai Seafood
No matter which part of Thailand 
you venture to, you will definitely 
have to try the unique and 
exotic flavours of Thailand’s 
seafood. Fresh from the sea, 
simply affordable and with the 
locals’ flair for spices, you can 
be sure that 
your seafood 
dish will be 
flavourful. 
Surat Thani’s 
oysters are 
much sought-
after, known for 
its quality and 
cheap prices!

Tod Mun Pla (Fish Cakes)
Common but definitely unique 
to Thailand, this popular side 
dish is a safe but titillating 
choice for those intolerant of 
Thailand’s spiciness. Usually 
eaten as an appetizer, the 
best ones are chewy and 
aromatic at the same time. 
Made from fish paste along 
with curry paste, lemon grass, 
chilli, shallot and other spices, 
it’s paired with some sweet 
Thai chilli sauce for a yummy 
treat! 

Mango Sticky Rice
Each to its own, no mango sticky 
rice is ever the same. This local 
dessert is made up of short grain 
rice steamed to sticky perfection, 
and topped with sweet coconut milk. 
The pièce de résistance is of course 
Thailand’s famously juicy  and fresh 
ripe mango – made even sweeter 
with more coconut milk.

Khao Soi
A popular dish especially in Chiang 
Mai, this favourite is a delicious 
serving of wheat noodles in sweet 
chicken curry soup. The egg 
noodles are either crispy, boiled 
or both, and the concoction 
has a thinner consistency than 
massaman curry – perfect with 
pickled cabbage, lime and chillies.

© Tourism Authority 
of Thailand
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Nostalgic

NAKHON 

PHANOM 

นครพนม

Every Buddhist should visit one of the 
most sacred and massive Buddhist 
sites in Thailand at least once in their 
lifetime. The magnificent beauty of this 
popular pilgrimage site during the full 
moon is the main draw, and the first 
chedi that houses Buddha’s breastbone 
was built 8 years after his death. 

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Nakhon Phanom Airport (1.5 hrs taxi)   
 → Wat Phra That Phanom  
OR
•	 Nakhon Phanom Airport (30 mins taxi)   
 → Nakhon Phanom bus terminal
•	 Nakhon Phanom bus terminal 
 (1 hr bus) → Wat Phra That Phanom
  
CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6642503490
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/
Nakhon-Phanom

ACTIVITIES

 
FUN FACT!  
The design of the chedi was originally 
Khmer. The current Lao style is based 
on the Pha That Luang in Vientiane.

LOCAL INSIGHTS     
It is believed that the amount of 
blessings during wat visits is based on 
your day and date of birth. 

Previously the mansion of the 
provincial governor and one-time 
residence for the visiting King and 
Queen of Thailand, the European 
style museum has since been 
restored to its former glory. An 
exhibition of photographs tells the 
history of the province and royals’ 
night in the house. 

ADMISSION 
Free (Wed-Sun, 10am-6pm)

WAT PHRA THAT PHANOM      
 วัดพระธาตุนครพนม

FORMER GOVERNOR’S RESIDENCE MUSEUM
พิพิธภัณฑ์จวนผู้ว่าราชการจังหวัดนครพนม 

From Frequency Fare From
Bangkok 1x Daily  THB 1019

GETTING TO NAKHON PHANOM

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!

BOOK NOW

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

HOW
•	 Nakhon Phanom Airport 
 (30 mins taxi/45 mins 
 songthaew) → Former   
 Governor’s Residence
  
CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6642503490
http://tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/Nakhon-Phanom

ACTIVITIES

 
FUN FACT!  
The museum looks out at the 
river, which marks the border 
between Thailand and Laos.

One of the many display rooms at 
the museum. © Tourism Authority of 
Thailand
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Did you know that Ho Chi 
Minh lived in this village in the 
late 1920s? Ban Ho Chi Minh 
recreates the wooden house of 
the Vietnamese president, while 
the nearby Thailand-Vietnam 
Friendship village marks the special 
relationship of the two countries.

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Nakhon Phanom Airport 
 (30 mins taxi/45 mins songthaew)  
 → Ban Na Chok
  
CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6642503490
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Nakhon-Phanom

ACTIVITIES

 
FUN FACT!  
If you’re a fan of Uncle Ho, you 
can see his writing desk, paddy 
field and the trees he planted.

Nakhon Phanom’s fish is said to be 
among the freshest in Isan. Find 
a dinner spot with a view along 
the Mekong River and savour 
freshwater fish in an endless 
variety of sauces.

HOW
•	 Nakhon Phanom Airport 
 (30 mins taxi/45 mins songthaew)  
 → city centre  
  
CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6642503490
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Nakhon-Phanom

ACTIVITIES

FANS SUGGEST 
Ask your hotel to recommend dishes 
and to write their names in Thai.

Nakhon Phanom is a stop on long 
scenic cruises down the Mekong 
River, where you can wind down 
and enjoy the peaceful view of both 
Thai and Lao countryside. If you’re 
pressed for time, there are hour-long 
boat cruises.
 
ADMISSION 
THB 50, departs 5pm daily

HOW
•	 Nakhon Phanom Airport 
 (30 mins taxi/45 mins songthaew)  
 → Boat pier  
  
CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6642503490
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Nakhon-Phanom

ACTIVITIES

 

FUN FACT!  
The quiet town buzzes with activity 
during the Fire Boat Festival in 
October, when the river blazes with 
brightly lit vessels in Buddhist motifs.

BAN NA CHOK
(UNCLE HO’S HOUSE)     
บ้านลุงโฮ 

MEKONG FISH      
ปลาบึก

MEKONG RIVER CRUISE
© Tourism Authority of Thailand

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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The 3,000-metre stretch of sand with endless rows of 
sun beds and umbrellas is the most famous and most 
developed beach in Phuket. But Patong is not just famous 
for its pristine beaches, but also for its blinding neon lights 
and loud music from the town’s bustling nightlife.

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Phuket International Airport (40 mins taxi) → Patong Beach 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6676211036
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Phuket

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST 
Let a professional masseuse rub away all the tension in 
your muscles right there on the beach whilst you enjoy 
the magnificent sunset.

Primed for

PHUKET
ภูเก็ต

PATONG BEACH  หาดป่าตอง

Everything is set for a day under the sun. © John Liew Vui Li
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MAP
From Frequency Fare From
Kuala Lumpur 4x Daily  MYR 154
Bangkok 84x Weekly  THB 1299
Chiang Mai 2x Daily  THB 1766
Singapore 1x Daily  SGD 80
Hong Kong 1x Daily  HKD 919

GETTING TO PHUKET 

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!

Karon has no visible development 
compared to Patong, making it a 
peaceful getaway for all. Here’s the 
catch! Stomp around on the sand 
and you’ll hear the sand squeak! 
No explanation could be found, 
and some even said “We could 
land a robot on Mars but we don’t 
know why the sand squeaks”.

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Phuket International Airport 
 (1 hr taxi) → Karon 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6676211036
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Phuket

ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL INSIGHTS  
Go to the nearby Wat Suwan Khiri 
Khet where you can find the local 
fairs and markets. 

Dramatic limestone karst 
formations springing out of 
emerald green waters of the 
Andaman Sea are Phang Nga 
Bay’s claim to fame. Go on 
canoe rides that pass through 
the narrowest openings to 
discover hidden lagoons! 

ADMISSION 
Khao Phing Kan - THB 200 
(Adult), THB 100 (Children)

HOW
•	 Phuket International Airport   
 (1 hr airport bus) → Phuket   
 Bus Station
•	 Phuket Bus Station (2 hrs   
 bus) → Phang Nga 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6676211036
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Phuket

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT!    
The island of Khao Phing Kan (เกาะ
เขาพิงกัน) and the adjacent islet of Ko 
Tapu (เกาะตะปู) were made famous 
by James Bond movie The Man 
with the Golden Gun. Tourists 
and locals now refer to the islands 
as James Bond Island.

KARON BEACH
กะรน บีช

AO PHANG NGA 
อ่าวพังงา

Clear waters so inviting that you just have 
to take off your shoes and wade!

The famous “James Bond Island” - 

remember to strike a fun pose!

BOOK NOW
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In this historically rich part of 
Phuket, you will find delightfully 
preserved private residences, shop 
houses, temples, public museums 
and cafes which will take you to a 
fascinating past about 100 years 
ago when Portuguese and British 
influences were big in the area. 

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Phuket International Airport 
 (30 mins rented car) 
 → Phuket Old Town

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6676211036
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Phuket

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT!    
Some of the buildings in town 
have been featured in Hollywood 
movies and TV series such as Young 
Indiana Jones Chronicles, Heaven 
and Earth and The Beach.

PHUKET OLD TOWN       
ย่านเมืองเก่าภูเก็ต 

Secure your place to 
get the best sunset 

view!

The dried shrimps are the “Kung 
Seap,” while “Nam Prik” is the 
condiment made of chillies, garlic, 
lime, sugar and shrimp or fish paste. 
Dip into the condiment, put into your 
mouth and let the taste pop! 

HOW
•	 Phuket International Airport   
 (30 mins taxi) → Phuket

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand - 
Phuket
+6676211036
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Phuket

ACTIVITIES

LOCAL INSIGHTS  
The vegetables are not just 
garnishing, but are meant to be 
eaten with the “Nam Prik” to 
complement the whole meal.

NAM PRIK KUNG SEAP  
น้ำาพริกกุ้งเสียบ

Laem PhromThep is a rocky 
headland which protrudes into 
the sea. Each afternoon, a huge 
crowd will flock here to wait 
for a spectacular sunset in this 
southernmost part of Phuket 
Island. Don’t forget to check out 
the lighthouse which houses 
several maritime collections.

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•	 Phuket International Airport 
 (1 hr taxi) → PhromThep Cape

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6676211036
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Phuket

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST    
One of the cheapest places to shop 
in Phuket and the vendors are not 
pushy either!

PHROMTHEP CAPE        
แหลมพรหมเทพ 

Phuket Old Town © hikosaemon
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Delicious 
Thai rice 

noodles served with 
curry soup made from 

minced fish or shrimps, 
Khanom Chin is a 
popular dish loved 

by all.
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Sparkling

SURAT THANI  

สุราษฏร์ธ
านี 

Thailand’s oldest virgin forest is filled with 
lush greenery surrounded by towering 
limestone cliffs. Its booming eco-tourism 
of many hiking trails, elephant trekking, 
deep caves, myriad of wildlife, floating raft 
houses and the most exciting river tubing 
experience ever promises many days of fun!

ADMISSION THB 200 

HOW
•	 Surat Thani Airport (30 mins taxi) →  
 Surat Thani bus station (1 hr 40 mins  
 bus) 
•	 Surat Thani bus station (1 hr 40 mins  
 bus) → Khao Sok National Park
OR
•	 Surat Thani Airport (1 hr private 4WD) 
 → Khao Sok National Park 

CONTACT 
Khao Sok National Park
+6677395154
http://www.dnp.go.th/parkreserve/asp/
style1/default.asp?npid=200&lg=2

ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL INSIGHTS  
Stay at least three nights in one of the 
accommodations in the park (or even on 
the raft houses on the Rajjapraba Dam) to 
experience the full ‘green experience’.

The playful creatures are well-trained and tamed! The monkey 
school is where you’ll see the professional coconut collectors 
and their funny antics, coupled with special demonstrations. 
You can even stay overnight at the school! Who said “monkey 
business” is a bad thing? 

ADMISSION THB 100 

HOW
•	 Surat Thani Airport (45 mins 
 taxi) → Monkey Training 
 School

CONTACT 
First Monkey School
+6677227351
http://www.firstmonkeyschool.com

ACTIVITIES 

From Frequency Fare From
Kuala Lumpur 3x Weekly  MYR 134
Bangkok 4x Daily  THB 1019

GETTING TO SURAT THANI

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!

KHAO SOK NATIONAL PARK  
เขาสก

MONKEY TRAINING SCHOOL   
วิทยาลัยฝึกลิง

Hey you, what are you looking at?

BOOK NOW
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After a little fun in the sun, 
shopping at the night markets in 
Surat Thani is always intriguing! 
You’ll never know what kind of 
creative handicrafts or unique local 
cuisine you’ll find! Every location 
is like a bag of mixed sweets with 
different offerings and specialties!

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•	 Across Surat Thani town - there  
 are many to choose from.

ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL INSIGHTS  
The key is to bargain, bargain, 
bargain! Always go for half of the 
initial price and work your way up 
from there. 

List of Night Markets: 
•	 Surat	Thani	Rajabhat		 	
 University Walking Street
 Contact: +6677355466
•	 Sam	Phao	Thong	Market
 Opening Hours: Tue 4pm-9pm
•	 Saphan	Narit	Walking	Street			
 (Narit Bridge Walking Street)
 Opening Hours: Sat 4pm-10pm
•	 Ta-Khamcity	Walking	Street
 Contact: +6677315000-1
 Opening Hours: Fri 4pm-10pm

The most sought-after seafood 
aphrodisiac is cultivated in the rich 
waters of Kadae and Tha Thong 
rivers, making the oysters bigger (and 
more succulent) than usual. A visit 
here usually entails a boat ride with 
a short farm tour, ending with you 
choosing your own oyster for lunch. 

ADMISSION 
THB 30 (museum only) 

HOW
•	 Surat Thani Airport (1 hr 15   
 mins taxi) → Tha Thong Pier  
 (30 mins boat)
•	 Tha Thong Pier (30 mins boat)  
 → Oyster Farm

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Surat-Thani

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT!  
Oysters are one of Surat Thani’s 
most prized resources - it’s even 
mentioned in one of their national 
quotes!

The Tapi River is the pulse of life to 
the province. By day, the locals travel 
along the river on long tail boats. 
Once the sun sets, the river becomes 
an eco-nightlife hotspot, where locals 
meet up with friends while visitors 
come to watch fireflies put on a show 
in the mangrove forest. 

ADMISSION THB 100 

HOW
•	 Surat Thani Airport (40 mins  
 taxi) → Tapi River Estuary 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Surat-Thani

ACTIVITIES 

NIGHT MARKETS
ตลาดกลางคืน 

OYSTER FARM   
ฟาร์มหอยนางรม TAPI RIVER CRUISE & 

KOH LUMPOO     
แม่น้ำาตาปี

Down the river we go! Heading to the 
freshest and most sumptuous meal ever!

© Donnie Sinongco
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When 

Dances
Thailand

If you have ever danced to a tune that is unfamiliar to you and attempted steps that are unlike any 
movements you know, the experience can be a little daunting—it’s unlikely that you will look good the 
first time around. But it is also thrilling to physically connect with a culture so different from your own.

By Abby Yao

My First Thai Dance Experience
I was an exchange student thousands of miles 
away from home—in a small city in Denmark called 
Roskilde, to be exact. The memory of this first brush 
with Ram Thai (Thai Dance) has stayed with me since 
then. Roskilde University’s International Club had a 

themed night every month and early that spring, I 
joined a handful of Chinese and Thai students to 
organise a collective Asian night.

  I wasn’t sure what to perform since I had 
brought no Philippine national costume. Enter Aom 
from Thailand, a cheerful young woman barely out of 
her teens. She looked like she could be my younger 

sister, with a sweet, toothy grin and long black hair 
in a ponytail. She had a dance in mind and an extra 
outfit, so I signed up to be her pupil. 

   We found a vacant room in the 
library and practiced over three sessions for 

a total of five hours. Thus began 
my short but unforgettable 
stint in Ram Thai.

Forms of Thai Dance
Dance is omnipresent in Thai 

theatre. Indian, Indonesian and 
Khmer influences give Siamese arts 

and culture a rich diversity from the 
north to the south of the country. 

  Thai dance is divided into 
classical dance once reserved for the 
royal court, and folk dance open to 
everyone. Among the classical dances, 
the most elaborate form is the masked 
dance drama Khon, which always 
depicts the Ramakien, the Thai version 
of the Hindu epic Ramayana. 

  Lakhon is Khon’s less formal, 
more fluid cousin. Its stories are more 
varied. Aside from the Ramakien, the   
stories may be derived from the Jataka tales 
(past lives of the Buddha) and folk tales.

SPECIAL

FEATURE 

III

The intricate costumes are often heavy and are 
sometimes sewn on the khon performers.
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The Pride of the Regions
Each region has several dances with inspirations as diverse 
as nature and ancient myths. From the northern region, two 
famous dances are Fon Leb, performed by girls with long 
bronze fingernails, and Fon Tian, with lit candles. Both have 
slow, graceful movements and are often performed one after 
the other. Fon Pan and Fon Rak, also from the north, are 
based on the epic romance “Phra Lo”. 

  In the northeast, the indigenous Phu Thai people are 
known for Fon Phu Thai, performed in their traditional costume 
and accompanied by folk instruments.

  The central region is an agricultural society, giving rise to 
the Farmer’s Dance, which depicts the growing of rice. 

  Dances from the south often have Muslim influences, as 
in Tarikipas performed by dancers in sarong holding large fans. 
Rong Ngeng, said to have Malaysian and Portuguese roots, is 
performed in Koh Lanta during the Loi Ruea Chao Le (Sea 
Gypsy Boat Floating) Festival. 

  Said to be the oldest of the Thai dance-dramas, Manohra 
(or Nora) about Prince Suthon and the bird-woman, is another 
pride of the south. 

  Dance is not just for women, as folk dances including 
Ram Muay and Wai Khru—both of which are performed before 
Muay Thai (Thai boxing) bouts—and Ram Dab (sword dance) 
are performed by men. 

The Night Came Alive
The dance Aom and I had painstakingly practiced for 
many hours is called Ae Dok Khun เอ้ดอกคูณ, dedicated 
to the lovely Dok Khun (Golden Shower) flowers, the 
symbol of Isan, the north-eastern region of Thailand. 
The dancers are usually in yellow and green, the 
same colours as the flower. We were in red, white 
and blue, incidentally the colours of the Thai flag.

  When Asian Night finally came, I put on the 
elaborate costume, taking some time to piece the 
ensemble together.  We finally emerged shivering 
from the cold outdoors, feet and shoulders bare, 
wearing gold accessories in our hair, anklets and a 
long necklace that reached our knees. Needless to 
say, we turned heads.

  When the music started, we danced in unison, 
stepping from side to side, arms swaying, inclining 
our heads against the direction of our movements. 
The traditional music faded, only to be met by the 
thunderous applause. The magic of Ram Thai with 
its animated moves that caught everyone’s attention 
made the night simply beautiful. And me, a dance 
enthusiast today.

Refined and elegant, lakhon is performed mainly by 
females in both male and female roles.

Manohra is the love story of a prince and a mythical kinnari, a 
half-bird half-human creature.
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Summerscapes in 

TRANG  
ตรัง

Trang’s very own snorkelling sites, with unspoilt 
coral reefs and rich marine diversity in shallow 
waters! Come for the long sandy beaches, 
fantastic for sun bathing and camping. 

ADMISSION
THB 200-300 (mini bus & longtail boat) 

HOW
•	Trang Airport (10 mins taxi) → Trang 
Railway Station (purchase of boat ticket)
•	Trang Railway Station (15 mins mini 
bus) → Trang Bus Station
•	Trang Bus Station (1 hr bus) 
→ Pak Meng Pier
•	Pak Meng Pier (40 mins boat) 
→ Koh Laoliang, Koh Muk 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand

+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-

to-Go/Trang

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST 
Go hopping around the nearby 
islands like Koh Ma, Koh 
Chueak, Koh Wean, Koh Kradan, 
Koh Rok and Koh Lanta. Best 
season for snorkelling is from 
November to May.

Diving enthusiasts – rejoice! These diving 
paradises boast spectacular coral reefs 
and tropical fishes that welcome you into 
the colourful underwater kingdom! Non-
divers can opt for snorkelling as well.  

ADMISSION
THB 200–300 (longtail boat) 

HOW
•		Trang Airport (10 mins taxi) → Trang  
 Railway Station (purchase of boat   
 ticket)
•		Trang Railway Station (15 mins mini  
 bus) → Trang Bus Station
•		Trang Bus Station (1 hr bus) → Pak  
 Meng Pier
•		Pak Meng Pier (1hr 10 mins boat) 
 → Koh Rok, Koh Sukorn 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Trang

ACTIVITIES 

KOH LAOLIANG & KOH MUK   
เกาะเหลาเหลียง & เกาะมุก

KOH ROK & KOH SUKORN    
เกาะรอก & เกาะสุกร

You will meet with the leopard shark if 

you’re lucky (CC BY) Silke Baron
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Hidden among high and majestic 
cliffs is the Emerald Cave, also 
known as Morakot Cave. A short 
swim across a small passage from 
the entrance to get into the cave is 
worth every stroke for the beautiful 
emerald sea water enclave.   

ADMISSION Free

HOW
•		Trang Airport (10 mins taxi) 
 → Trang Railway Station   
 (purchase of boat ticket)
•		Trang Railway Station (15 mins  
 mini bus) → Trang Bus Station
•		Trang Bus Station (1 hr bus) 
 → Pak Meng Pier
•		Pak Meng (40 mins long tail  
 boat) → Morakot Cave  

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Morakot-Cave-Mook-Island-Trang

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
Visit the cave at around 12 noon 
when the sunlight shines directly 
onto the water surface, reflecting 
the most beautiful shade of 
emerald.

A piece of heaven for bird lovers 
as seabirds and mangrove birds 
congregate here during migration. 
Explore untouched landscapes, 
make new feathered friends or 
catch the rare herd of manatees!    

ADMISSION 
THB 400 (boat fare)

HOW
•		Trang Airport (10 mins taxi) →  
 Trang Railway Station (purchase  
 of boat ticket)
•		Trang Railway Station (15 mins  
 mini bus) → Trang Bus Station
•		Trang Bus Station (1 hr bus) 
 → Hat Yao Ban Chao Mai Pier
•		Hat Yao Ban Chao Mai Pier (30  
 mins boat) → Koh Libong 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6622505500
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Trang

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST 
Walk across the beach at 
Chu Hoi Cape at low tide 
to Koh Tip where there 
are even more birds to 
check out! 

One-of-a-kind – that’s the word 
to describe Trang’s famous local 
breakfast dishes. Found all over 
town, the famous ones to have 
a try are Trang’s special 
roasted pork, 
local Dim Sum 
and Trang’s 
very own 
traditional 
coffee.

WHERE 
Everywhere 
in town

ACTIVITIES

FUN FACT!
There are at least 70 Dim Sum 
shops in Trang, each with its own 
specialty of freshly steamed dishes. 

EMERALD CAVE     
ถ้ำามรกต

KOH LIBONG      
เกาะลิบง TRANG 

BREAKFAST

From Frequency Fare From
Bangkok 3x Daily  THB 1019

GETTING TO TRANG

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!

BOOK NOW
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Uniquely

UDON THANI  

อุดรธานี

Walk under the shade of old 
trees along the rivers and be 
awed by their natural beauty. 
Na Yung - Nam Som National 
Park is a mountainous area 
comprising limestone cliffs 
and coarsing rivers, inhabited 
by various wildlife from the 
Common Muntjac to the 
majestic Indian Elephant. 

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•		Udon Thani International   
 Airport (2.5 hrs rented car) 
 → Na Yung - Nam Som   
 National Park 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6642325406
http://tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/Udon-Thani

ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL INSIGHTS  
Bring enough provisions along 
with your tent if you wish to 
spend the night here in the wild.

This remarkable site proves that 
it was agriculturally rich in the 
5th century BC, marking it one 
of the most important prehistoric 
settlement discovered in Southeast 
Asia to date. Check out the 
beautiful red-painted potteries!

ADMISSION THB 150

HOW
•		Udon Thani International Airport  
 (1 hr rented car) → Ban Chiang  
 Archaeological Site
OR
•		Udon Thani International Airport  

 (10 mins taxi) → Udon Thani  
 town
•		Udon Thani town (1 hr   
 songthaew/taxi) → Ban Chiang  
 Archaeological Site

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
+6642325406
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Udon-Thani

ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL INSIGHTS   
Bring out the artist in you and 
paint your own pot at one of the 
many potteries in town.

NA YUNG – NAM SOM 
NATIONAL PARK    
อุทยานแห่งชาตินายูงน้ำาโสม

BAN CHIANG 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE      
แหล่งโบราณคดี บ้านเชียง

From Frequency Fare From
Bangkok 3x Daily  THB 1039

GETTING TO UDON THANI

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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Kill two birds with one stone 
and hop on over to Laos with 
just an easy bus ride away. You 
can cross the Mekong River at 
the famous Friendship Bridge 
(Saphan Mittaphap Thai-Lao) and 
explore Laos!  

ADMISSION 
THB 10 (bus fare to cross the 
Friendship Bridge), THB 10 (Lao 
Custom Officer) 

HOW
•		Udon Thani International Airport 
(45 mins international bus) → 
Nong Khai Bus Station (Lao stop)
•		Nong Khai (Lao) Bus Station (10 
mins Friendship Bridge bus) → 
Lao Immigration
•		Lao Immigration (45 mins taxi) 
→ downtown Vientiane

CONTACT 
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/Udon-Thani 

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST  
Prepare US Dollars to pay for 
Visa-on-arrival at the Laos 
custom. Remember to tip your 
‘porters’ after the customs 
inspection as they’ll be helping 
you with your bags.  

The ladies of Isaan with their high 
level of expertise produce the 
most intricate geometrical design 
on their Khit weavings (ผ้าขิด).
Witness how the ladies work their 
magic with their looms at Ban 
Na Kha village market and bring 
some home.

HOW Free 

HOW
•		Udon Thani International Airport  
 (10 mins taxi) → Rungsina   
 Market
•		Rungsina Market (20 mins bus)  
 → Ban Na Kha

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6642325406
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Udon-Thani

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT!  
Aside from Khit, the village is also 
famous for its silk and cotton trading.

BAN NA KHA  
บ้านนาข่า

In Udon Thani, a must-try 
breakfast is the Khai Krata - fried 
eggs topped with ground pork, 
ham and sausage. You just 
know that you’re going to have 
a splendid day with this simple, 
delicious and hearty breakfast! 

HOW 
Stalls and cafes all over Udon 
Thani 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6642325406
http://tourismthailand.org/Where-
to-Go/Udon-Thani

ACTIVITIES

KHAI KRATA 
ไข่กระทะ

VIENTIANE, LAOS  
เวียงจันทน์ ประเทศลาว

BOOK NOW

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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Undeniably

UBON 

RATCHATHANI  

อุบลราชธ
านี 

The locals go all out to welcome 
Khao Phansa with elaborate 
candle carvings depicting scenes 
from Hindu and Buddhist myths. 
The giant candle floats parade 
around the city, ending in Thung 
Si Muang Park – a highlight that 
attracts visitors and flashpackers 
from all over the world.

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•		Ubon Ratchathani Airport 
 (10 mins taxi) → Thung Si   
 Muang Park 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand, 
+6645243770
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
ubonratchathani 

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT!
Khao Phansa is a festival which 
marks the beginning of Vassa, 
the three-month annual retreat 
observed by Buddhist monks 
and nuns in the rainy season 
(usually July to October).

CANDLE FESTIVAL     
งานประเพณีแห่เทียนพรรษา

Candle Monument at 
Thung Si Muang Park

From Frequency Fare From
Bangkok 2x Daily  THB 1019

GETTING TO UBON RATCHATHANI

Earn

BIG Points 

for free 
flights.

Sign up now!

BOOK NOW © Tourism Authority of Thailand

© Tourism Authority of Thailand© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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The Mekong River is the artist, and the rocks are its canvases. 
Holes of various shapes resulting in a unique topographical 
landscape can only be accessed during dry season (around 
Dec – April) as it is hidden underwater for the rest of the year. 

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•		Ubon Ratchathani Airport (1 hr 45 mins rented car) 
 → Sam Phan Bok

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6645243770
http://www.tourismthailand.org/ubonratchathani

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST
Come sunrise or sunset, you will see the water in the basins 
reflect beautiful hues of the sunlight. 

The place comes to life at dusk 
as street vendors open their stalls 
selling a wide variety of local 
favourites as well as Chinese, Lao, 
and Vietnamese fares. An al fresco 
foodie heaven where you can get 
the most delicious dishes at the 
cheapest price!

ADMISSION Free 

HOW
•		Ubon Ratchathani Airport 
 (10 mins taxi) → Ratchabut   
 Night Market 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand, 
+6645243770
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
ubonratchathani

ACTIVITIES

FANS SUGGEST
Try the freshly baked Vietnamese 
baguettes and pancakes, and the 
THB 15 fresh fruit shake is so 
affordable! 

SAM PHAN BOK 
สามพันโบก 

RATCHABUT NIGHT 
MARKET 
ตลาดโต้รุ่งราชบุตร
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The closest you’ll get to prehistoric 
artists is right here, where 300 
cave paintings from more than 
3,000 years ago are left behind in 
this 340 km² park. Climb to the 
top for a vista of Laos, refresh at 
the waterfalls or view Thailand’s 
largest flower field which blooms 
October to December. 

ADMISSION THB 200 

HOW
•		Ubon Ratchathani Airport 
 (2 hrs rented car) → Pha Taem  
 National Park 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6645243770
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
ubonratchathani

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST 
Check out the Sang Chan 
Waterfall where the water flows 
from a hole in the cavern roof.

PHA TAEM NATIONAL PARK     
อุทยานแห่งชาติผาแต้ม

Killing two birds with one stone, 
flashpackers can hop over to 
Pakse in South Laos, home to 
the Khmer ruins Wat Phu and 
the islands near the Cambodian 
border known as Si Phan Don. A 
great eco-tourism getaway!

ADMISSION 
THB 200 (one way bus ticket) 

HOW
•		Ubon Ratchathani Airport   
 (10 mins taxi) → Ubon 
 Bus Terminal
•		Ubon Bus Terminal (2 hrs 30  
 mins bus) → Pakse

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand
+6645243770
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
ubonratchathani

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST
Remember to have your passport 
with you to purchase the ticket. 
Make sure you check out the 
Khone Phapheng Falls - largest in 
Southeast Asia!

PAKSE, LAOS 
ปากเซ ประเทศลาว 

Sang Chan’s waters run from a hole in 
the roof!
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Note: Land transfers include van or bus; sea transfers include ferry or speed boat - type of land and sea transfers availability are at 
third-party providers’ discretion. Terms and conditions apply.

•	Easy	all-in-one	booking
Purchase your transfer tickets (van and 

ferry) along with your AirAsia tickets. One 
transaction, one amazing holiday!

•	Awesome	connectivity
at low fares

One great price, one awesome vacation to 
Thailand’s beautiful island paradises! 

•	As	simple	as	A-B-C!
Upon arriving at the airport, hop on to 

your purchased van/ferry transfers with no 
hassle at all. It’s all been arranged for you.

Want to know more? Head on over to
www.airasia.com/my/en/island-transfers.page

AirAsia Easy 

Island Transfers

Thailand’s hottest islands – within your reach!

Now your dream vacation is perfect, easy and 

affordable with AirAsia’s Island Transfer service!

Islands

Samui

Phangan

Phi Phi

Lanta

Lipe

Yao Noi

Ngai

Bangkok → Surat Thani

Bangkok → Nakhon Si 
Thammarat

Bangkok → Surat Thani

Bangkok → Nakhon Si 
Thammarat

Bangkok → Phuket

Bangkok → Krabi

Bangkok → Hat Yai

Bangkok → Krabi

Bangkok → Trang

Phuket International Airport 
→ Rassada pier

Krabi International Airport 
→ Nopparatthara pier

Hat Yai International Airport 
→ Pakbara pier

Krabi International Airport 
→ Nopparatthara pier

Trang Airport → Pakmeng pier

Rassada pier → Phi Phi Island 
(Phi Phi pier)

Nopparatthara pier → Lanta 
Island (Saladan pier)

Pakbara pier → Lipe Island 
(Sunrise Beach pier)

Nopparattara pier 
→ Yao Noi(Manoh pier)

Pakmeng pier → Ngai 
(KohNgai Villa)

Surat Thani International 
Airport → Donsak pier

Nakhon Si Thammarat Airport 
→ Donsak pier

Surat Thani International 
Airport → Donsak pier

Nakhon Si Thammarat Airport 
→ Donsak pier

Donsak pier → Samui Island 
(Raja ferry pier, Lipa Noi

Donsak pier → Samui Island 
(Raja ferry pier, Lipa Noi)

Donsak pier → Phangan Island 
(Raja ferry pier, Thong Sala)

Donsak pier → Phangan Island 
(Raja ferry pier, Thong Sala)
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KOH SAMUI 

เกาะสมุย

Water lovers will spend the whole 
day on or in the waters canoeing 
around this wonderful marine park. 
Take a little time out of the water 
to enjoy the warm sands of Koh 
Mae Ko as well as the lush ‘Green 
Lagoon’ Talai Nai which are all part 
of this marine park. 

HOW
Via AirAsia Island Transfers:    
•  Surat Thani International Airport  
 (1 hr van) → Donsak Pier
•  Donsak Pier ( 2.5 hrs ferry) →  
 Koh Samui Pier (Raja Ferry Pier)
•  Koh Samui Pier (Raja Ferry   
 Pier) ( mins taxi) → Ang Thong  
 Marine Park

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
+6675622163
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/koh-samui

ACTIVITIES 

FUN FACT! 
Keep an eye out for the Brahminy 
Kite and White-bellied Seagulls 
that call this park their home!

Your one-stop shop for all your 
entertainment needs! This is a 
great spot for early birds and night 
owls as there is always something 
to eat, and massage places and 
bargains are round every corner. 
The liveliest spot on the island 
is still surrounded by cool sea 
breezes and soothing waves. 

HOW
Via AirAsia Island Transfers:    
•  Surat Thani International   
 Airport (1 hr van) → Donsak  
 Pier
•  Donsak Pier (2.5 hrs ferry) 
 → Koh Samui Pier (Raja Ferry  
 Pier)

•  Koh Samui Pier (Raja Ferry Pier)  
 (30 mins taxi) → Chaweng   
 Beach

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
+6675622163
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/koh-samui

ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL INSIGHTS 
Always bargain for wares, and 
it’s important to keep yourself 
hydrated!

ANG THONG NATIONAL 
MARINE PARK  
อุทยานแห่งชาติหมู่เกาะ 
อ่างทอง  

CHAWENG BEACH 
หาดเฉวง

BOOK NOW
Get to Koh 

Samui via 

Surat Thani/

Nakhon Si 

Thammarat!
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Located in the middle of the island 
lies the livelihood of the original 
settlers of the island - farming. Till 
today, the legacy remains through 
cultural shows and museums that 
depict the lives of locals that differ 
from the current tourist scene. 

ADMISSION 
THB 350 per person

HOW
Via AirAsia Island Transfers:    
•		Surat Thani International Airport  
 (1 hr van) → Donsak Pier
•		Donsak Pier (2.5 hrs ferry) 
 → Koh Samui Pier (Raja Ferry  
 Pier)
•		Koh Samui Pier (Raja Ferry Pier)  
 (30 mins taxi) → Samui Buffalo  
 Village, Tambun Na Mueang 

CONTACT 
Samui Buffalo Village 
+6677418680

ACTIVITIES

Starting off as a celebration for the 
viewing of the beautiful moon, it is 
now a must-go-to party island. The 
night goes into a dancing frenzy as 
thousands dance to a wide array 
of DJs till sunrise as people make 
merry on the cool sands. 

ADMISSION THB 100

HOW
Via AirAsia Island Transfers:    
•		Surat Thani International Airport  
 (1 hr van) → Donsak Pier
•		Donsak Pier (2.5 hrs ferry) 
 → Phangan (Thong Sala Pier)
•		Phangan (Thong Sala Pier) 
 (30 mins taxi) → Full Moon   
 Party Beach

This wall dive surrounded by 
smaller pinnacles is a sight to 
behold. The 16 metre-deep wall 
is blanketed with orange sponges 
while fascinating marine life go 
about their business.

HOW
Via AirAsia Island Transfers:    
•		Surat Thani International Airport  
 (1 hr van) → Donsak Pier
•	Donsak Pier (2.5 hrs ferry) 
 → Phangan (Thong Sala Pier)
•	Phangan (Thong Sala Pier) (1 hr  
 boat) → Sail Rock Wall Dive Site

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
+6675622163
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/koh-phangan

ACTIVITIES

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
+6675622163
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/koh-phangan

ACTIVITIES 

SAMUI BUFFALO 
VILLAGE   
บ้านควายไทยสมุย

FULL MOON PARTY    
ฟูลมูนปาร์ตี้

SAIL ROCK WALL 
DIVE SITE
แหล่งดำาน้ำาหินใบ 

BOOK NOW
Get to Koh 

Samui via 

Surat Thani/

Nakhon Si 

Thammarat!

เกาะพงัน

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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Life is idyllic here in Lanta. 
Blessed with lush forest and 
amazing beaches all around, the 
ratio of people versus nature here 
will satisfy those looking for a truly 
relaxing holiday. Imagine mile-
long golden sands and soft waves 
with very little crowd. Doesn’t that 
sound amazing? 

HOW
Via AirAsia Island Transfers:    
•		Krabi International Airport 
 (1 hr van) → Nopparatthara  
 Pier
•		Nopparatthara Pier (2 hrs   
 ferry boat) → Koh Lanta  
    (Saladan Pier)

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
+6675622163
http://www.tourismthailand.org/
Where-to-Go/Koh-Lanta

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST
Rent a motorbike or a bicycle 
and enjoy a leisurely ride around 
the island.

FUN FACT! 
Hin Daeng and Hin Muang are 
world class diving sites a boat 
ride away from Koh Lanta - must 
visits by diving enthusiasts!

KOH LANTA
เกาะลันตา

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

BOOK NOW
Get to 

Koh Lanta 
via 

Krabi!

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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Made famous by movie The Beach, the 
allure of Koh Phi Phi lies in its perfect 
confluence of beautiful shores and vibrant 
night life. While the sun is up, sun-kissed 
beaches call for a glass of piña colada, and 
at sunset, nightly fire performers prepare for 
the happening party. 

HOW
Via AirAsia Island Transfers:    
•		Phuket International Airport (45 mins  
 van) → Rassada Pier
•		Rassada Pier (1.5 – 2 hrs ferry boat) 
 → Koh Phi Phi 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
+6675622163
http://www.tourismthailand.org/Where-to-
Go/Koh-Phi-Phi

ACTIVITIES 

SMART TIP
Wake up early and take 30-minute 
ascending stroll to the Phi Phi Viewpoint, 
where an amazing view of the island and its 
gorgeous surrounding awaits.

FANS SUGGEST
The world famous Maya Bay is not to be 
missed! Take a day trip on a long tail boat to 
the amazing beaches and snorkel around 
the island. 

Waters so clear, the boat looks like it’s 
floating in mid-air. © Evelyn Teh 

Swim or kayak - it’s up to you! 

© Xilas Ngang

KOH PHI PHI  

หมู่เกาะพ
ีพี

© Tourism Authority 
of Thailand

BOOK NOW
Get to 

Koh Phi Phi
via 

Phuket!
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So beautiful that it was once 
almost banned for humans to enter 
for fear of human degradation, the 
mountainous central region of the 
beautiful island slowly descends 
to pristine beaches scattered 
throughout its perimeter. 

HOW
Via AirAsia Island Transfers:    
•		Krabi International Airport (25  
 mins van) → Nopparatthara Pier
•		Nopparatthara Pier (30 mins  
 ferry boat) → Yao Noi (Manoh  
 Pier) 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
+6675622163
http://www.tourismthailand.org

ACTIVITIES 

SMART TIP
The island is generally inhabited by 
the Mokens, sea gypsies of Malay 
Peninsula heritage.  

FUN FACT!
Koh Yao Noi received the World 
Legacy Award for Destination 
Stewardship from National 
Geographic magazine. 

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

BOOK NOW
Get to 

Koh Yao Noi
via 

Krabi! Triangle pillows & handwoven mat, all you 
need is a glass of pina colada. © Dilla

Koh Lipe is a true gem of southern 
Thailand that is still relatively 
undeveloped, with quaint huts and 
beachside bars dotting the beautiful 
three main beaches —Pattaya, 
Sunrise and Sunset.

HOW
Via AirAsia Island Transfers:    
•		Hat Yai International Airport 
 (2 hrs van) → Pakbara Pier
•		Pakbara Pier (1.5 hrs ferry   
 boat) → Koh Lipe 
 
CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
+6674231055
http://www.tourismthailand.org

ACTIVITIES 

FANS SUGGEST 
Head over to Sunset Beach (if 
you’re not already staying there) 
at 6pm and pick a seat among 
the many beachside bars for a 
stunning view of the sunset.

KOH LIPE 

เกาะหลีเป
๊ะ

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

BOOK NOW
Get to 

Koh Lipe
via 

Hat Yai!

KOH YAO NOI
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The fact that there are no roads 
in the island is a strong indication 
that this paradise is truly an 
escape into nature. The beaches 
are clean and untouched, the 
water is crystal and the virgin forest 
is waiting to be explored. Life here 
meant idyllic hours spent relaxing, 
diving, or sipping on a cold beer.

HOW
Via AirAsia Island Transfers:    
•		Trang Airport (45 mins van)  
 → Pakmeng Pier
•		Pakmeng Pier (20 mins speed  
 boat/ 45 mins tour boat)  → Koh  
 Ngai 

CONTACT 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
+6675622163
http://www.tourismthailand.org

ACTIVITIES 

LOCAL INSIGHTS
Bird-watchers will have a field day 
observing  the many migrating 
birds up in the mountainous 
landscapes of the island. 

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
BOOK NOW

Get to 

Koh Ngai 
via 

Trang!

KOH NGAI 
เกาะไหง

© Tourism Authority of Thailand

© Tourism Authority of Thailand
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GETTING 

AROUND 

THAILAND

in larger cities. If you’re heading 
to the islands or smaller towns, it’s 
the easiest way to get around. 

Where to catch it? 
Roadsides. Just approach when 
you see one.

Songthaews

The Thai version of a jeepney, 
these open pick-up trucks run like 
the local bus, with smaller space of 
course. The fares are usually at a 
set price regardless of destination. 
Just hop in at the back and pay 
the driver when you get off.

Where to catch it?
Roadsides. Just flag them down 
when you see them.

Trains, Light Rails & Subways

Believe it or not? The Bangkok 
light rail transits (BTS Sky Train & 
Airport Rail Link) are some of the 
most reliable and popular ways to 
get around. Other alternatives are 
the MRT and conventional train 
networks.

Where to catch it? 
Download the BTS Sky Train route 
map here! 

Boats

From the small longtail boats you 
find in Krabi to the huge liners 
you spot cruising down the Chao 
Phraya River, boat services are 
aplenty in Thailand. It may be 
as easy as a quick bargain, or a 
hassle to purchase the tickets at a 
bus station before boarding. 

Where to catch it?
From beach sides to main docks 
and piers.

SAFETY NOTES:
•	 Be	careful	when	catching		 	
 a taxi after dark. Use   
 only official-looking cabs.

•		It’s	never	safe	to	hitchhike		 	
 in Thailand. Try to avoid that al 
 together.

The ever popular 
longtail boat.

Tuk tuks

Every tourist will swear that it’s 
awesome fun to ride on a tuk tuk! 
However, make sure you bargain 
hard as the drivers are aware that 
tuk tuks are popular amongst the 
tourists.

Where to catch it? 
Roadsides. It doesn’t have a 
designated stop.

Taxi

Travel in air-conditioned comfort 
around Thailand with taxis – the 
easiest and most reliable way to 
get around. Be aware of drivers 
who refuse to use the meter, 
though it’s a common practice in 
bigger cities during rush hour.

Where to catch it?
Roadsides or taxi stands.

Scooters/Motorcycles

Yes, renting a scooter is definitely 
a cheap and reliable way to get 
around Thailand, though it’s harder 

Spot the colourful three-wheeled tuk tuks around town? A very 
fun novelty ride indeed :)

65©AirAsia Berhad 2013. All rights reserved.  |

http://www.bts.co.th/customer/en/images/Master_RouteMap.jpg


TRAVEL
TIPS

Tip: 
Print out this 

useful page & keep 

it with you when 

you visit 

Thailand! 

Temperature is at its lowest 
during these months, 
especially in the north, 
where it can fall as low as 
5°C!

Rainy days are expected 
during these months, though 
with local deviations in several 
areas, such as the Southeast 
coast where it rains more 
heavily from May to Oct.

Get ready as it gets really 
hot and humid, as high 
as 40°C. You’re going to 
need more than a cold 
shower.

IN A NUTSHELL

Currency
Thai Baht (THB)

Electricity/Socket Adaptor
220V 50Hz  

Language
Thai, English

Time zone 
UTC +7 

Tel code
+66  

Religion 
Buddhism

Weather
Thailand is known for its 
tropical climate, with hot and 
humid weather in the range of 
28-35°C.

 There are lots of homestays, inns and  
 little-known motels in Thailand. It’s   
 best to print out the address in local   
 language.   

 If you’re not one for spicy stuff, avoid  
 ordering ‘extra spicy’ as the Thais have a higher tolerance to spiciness  
 than any other country in Asia.

 Drink bottled water. Hygiene is still an issue in several locations, so it’s  
 best to avoid tap water and ice if possible.

 Be careful with your drinks. It’s common sense to not accept any drinks  
 from a stranger, regardless whether they are good looking or not. 

 Scams are aplenty, so don’t fall for the many touts out and about. If a taxi  
 driver tells you a tourist destination is closed and offers to bring you to a  
 gem store, say NO.

 It’s always good to learn some Thai words to communicate better with the  
 locals, and speak slowly so you can be understood. 

 Tipping isn’t necessary or expected in Thailand, with the exception of  
 loose change from large restaurant bills. 

Shopping 101: Haggling will always get 
you greater bargains. 

Can’t take the extra spice? Just say 
“maipad”
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ETIQUETTE 

THE THAI 

WAY

USEFUL PHRASES
Hello 
Sa-wa-dee-ka (women) 
Sa-wa-dee-kap (men)

Thank you
Kop-koon-ka/kap

Yes
Chai

No
Mai chai

I can’t speak Thai
Pood Thai maidai

How much?
Tao-rai-ka/kap?

Cheaper please
Lot noidaimai

Water
Naam

Where is the 
washroom? (VERY 
important for the 
womenfolk)
Hong-naam-yu-ti-nai-
ka/kap?

It’s always important to know the house 
rules when you’re in someone’s home. Same 
applies in a new country, right? Here are some 
important things to remember to ensure a 
smooth (and legal) holiday in Thailand.

DO’s
•	 Do	respect	all	Buddha	images	and	statues	you’ll	
encounter all across Thailand. Any sacrilegious acts may 
result in imprisonment – whether you’re foreign or local.

•	 Pay	heed	to	proper	etiquette	when	visiting	a	
temple (wat) – remove your shoes and hat (do 
NOT place your hat on your shoes), dress properly 
(covering your knees and shoulders) and keep your 
head lower than the Buddha images.

	 •	 For	those	unrehearsed	in	the	art	of	chopstick	
maneouvering, you’ll absolutely love 
Thailand. Thai food is eaten with a 

spoon and fork, and the fork is 
used to push the food onto 

the spoon. 

•	 Thailand	is	known	as	
the land of smiles! Do smile, 

as smiling represents apology, 
embarrassment, annoyance, 
amusement and many others 
for the Thai locals. 

DON’Ts
				•	 It’s	impolite	to	touch	a	Thai	

woman without consent, despite the image portrayed 
by its ‘night entertainment’. Public Displays of Affection 
(PDAs) are not encouraged, especially on temple 
grounds.

•	 It’s	important	to	not	use	your	feet	to	
point or touch anyone with them, and 
taking off your shoes is customary in a 
Thai house. 

•	 Ladies	must	not	touch	a	monk	or	
pass anything to him directly. 

•	 Be	careful	to	not	touch	a	
Thai person’s head or ruffle 
their hair, and apologize if you 
accidentally did. 

•	 Do	not	take	Buddha	images	out	of	the	country	
– you’ll get into trouble with the law. Unless special 
permission has been granted, tourists are not allowed 
to take any form of Buddha images out of the country. 

•	 The	Thai	Royal	Family	is	sacred	to	the	locals.	
Never show disrespect towards the Royal Family, no 
matter where you are.

•	 Don’t	be	offended	by	questions	about	your	age,	
marital status and career as those will often come up 
in small talk. Of course, if you’re sensitive about them, 
just smile politely and tell them it’s ‘maibok’ (secret). 

Be respectful in the presence of a monk.
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STARBUCKS
STARBUCKS MCDONALD’S

MCDONALD’S

BURGER
KING

KFC
SHOPS SUBWAY

KRISPY
KREME

EASY CONNECTIVITY TO BANGKOK & BEYOND! GET FROM THE AIRPORT TO EVERYWHERE! IT’S SO SIMPLE!
DESTINATION DISTANCE APPROXIMATE TRAVEL TIME 

Central Bangkok (Siam Area) (BTS: Siam station ) 23 km 40 mins. - 1 hr.

Mo Chit or Chatuchak Park (BTS: Mo Chit Station & 
MRT: Kamphaeng Phet station ) 14 km 25 - 45 mins.

Silom (BTS : Sala Daeng station & MRT: Silom station)  26 km 45 mins. - 1 hr.

Grand Palace & Khao San Road  27 km 45 mins. - 1 hr.

Thong Lo (Sukhumvit) (BTS: Thong Lo station)  24 km 45 mins. - 1.30 hr.

Hua Lamphong (Bangkok Railway Station) (MRT: Hua Lamphong) 25 km 45 mins. - 1 hr.

Free Airport Transfer Shuttle Bus

Free shuttle bus from Don Mueang Airport to 
Suvarnabhumi Airport runs from 05.00- midnight. 
Departs every hour. 

From Don Mueang Airport:  
1st floor, Passenger Terminal 

From Suvarnabhumi Airport: 
2nd floor, Gate 3 of Passenger Terminal 

Airport Bus

Departs from Arrival platform at gate 7 of terminal 1 
from 08.30-23.30 hrs. Departs every 20 minutes.  

Fare: THB 30

A1 Bus →  BTS: Mo Chit →  Mo Chit 2 / 
Northeastern Bus TerminalConvenient

location, 

great 

connectivity!

Easy transfers 

to Suvarnabhumi 

Airport & public 

transportation! 



STARBUCKS
STARBUCKS MCDONALD’S

MCDONALD’S

BURGER
KING

KFC
SHOPS SUBWAY

KRISPY
KREME

EASY CONNECTIVITY TO BANGKOK & BEYOND! GET FROM THE AIRPORT TO EVERYWHERE! IT’S SO SIMPLE!
DESTINATION DISTANCE APPROXIMATE TRAVEL TIME 

Central Bangkok (Siam Area) (BTS: Siam station ) 23 km 40 mins. - 1 hr.

Mo Chit or Chatuchak Park (BTS: Mo Chit Station & 
MRT: Kamphaeng Phet station ) 14 km 25 - 45 mins.

Silom (BTS : Sala Daeng station & MRT: Silom station)  26 km 45 mins. - 1 hr.

Grand Palace & Khao San Road  27 km 45 mins. - 1 hr.

Thong Lo (Sukhumvit) (BTS: Thong Lo station)  24 km 45 mins. - 1.30 hr.

Hua Lamphong (Bangkok Railway Station) (MRT: Hua Lamphong) 25 km 45 mins. - 1 hr.

Free Airport Transfer Shuttle Bus

Free shuttle bus from Don Mueang Airport to 
Suvarnabhumi Airport runs from 05.00- midnight. 
Departs every hour. 

From Don Mueang Airport:  
1st floor, Passenger Terminal 

From Suvarnabhumi Airport: 
2nd floor, Gate 3 of Passenger Terminal 

Airport Bus

Departs from Arrival platform at gate 7 of terminal 1 
from 08.30-23.30 hrs. Departs every 20 minutes.  

Fare: THB 30

A1 Bus →  BTS: Mo Chit →  Mo Chit 2 / 
Northeastern Bus TerminalConvenient

location, 

great 

connectivity!

Easy transfers 

to Suvarnabhumi 

Airport & public 

transportation! 
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WHAT’S 

HAPPENING IN 

THAILAND?

Want to be there where the action is? Check 
out our super useful events calendar for 
Thailand events all year round, and plan 

your Thailand travels today! 

CALENDAR
JAN-APR

01
New Year’s Day

The world 
celebrates the 
beginning of the 
New Year, but in 
Thailand, they celebrate a total of three New Years 
(along with Chinese and Thai New Years).

Bo Sang Umbrella Fair & Sam Kamphaeng 
Handicrafts Festival

The village of Bo Sang in Chiang Mai is turned into 
a colourful showcase of the village’s famed hand-
painted umbrellas made from mulberry paper and 
silk. Expect exhibitions, performances, contests, an 
umbrella procession as well as a pageant. 

FEBRUARY
Chinese New 
Year

Chinese New Year is 
celebrated especially 
in Bangkok. Lion 
dances, red packets 
and firecrackers are the 
norm even though it’s 
not a holiday.

Thailand International Kite Festival

Happening annually in March, the skies of 
Cha-am will be filled with colourful kites, as fans and 
spectators from all over the world head over for the 
exciting event. 

MARCHJANUARY

Makha 
Bucha

Celebrating 
Buddha’s 
first and last 
sermons. Locals 
walk around the 
temple’s chapel 
with candles, 
lotus flowers and 
incense sticks. 

Chiang Mai Flower Festival

Chiang Mai region is in full 
bloom, and you’ll come to a 
celebration of flower parades, 
decorated streets and a 
beauty pageant.

12
Songkran

Coinciding with the hottest month 
of the year, Songkran may be 
known to the world as the Water 
Festival, but the Thai New Year is 
one of the longest holiday periods 
for the locals. 

06
Chakri Day

It’s a day to 
commemorate 
the forming 
of the Chakri 
Dynasty, where 
Bangkok was 
then named the 
new capital city 
(after the fall of 
Ayutthaya) in 
1782. 

APRIL
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01
World Durian Festival

The Chantaburi province 
in Thailand holds a 
celebration for the ‘King 
of Fruits’. The province 
is responsible for half of 
the durian production of 
Thailand.

05
Coronation Day

Thailand celebrates 
HM King 
Bhumiphol - the 
longest-reigning 
monarch. His 
coronation was on 
this day in 1950. 

12
HM Queen’s Birthday

Also Mother’s Day in Thailand, Queen Sirikit 
is the longest serving consort to a reigning 
monarch. The evening starts with fireworks at the 
Grand Palace. 

Visakha Bucha

You’ll spot the ‘wien tien’ procession where 
locals walk around the chapel with a candle, 

lotus flower and incense sticks to commemorate 
Buddha’s birth and death. 

Phi Ta 
Khon
This 

Ghost Festival 
takes place 
in Dan Sai, 
Isan. You’ll 
see detailed 
costumes, 
dance contests 
and a Rocket 
Festival, where the raucous celebrations have woken 
Buddha’s past life as a prince from the dead. 

Amazing Thailand Grand Sale

From June to August, it’s time to shop till you drop 
in Thailand! Head over to Thai’s leading cities and 
provinces where attractive discounts, exciting events 
and fun-filled entertainment await the crowd. 

CALENDAR MAY-AUGMAY-AUG

MAY JULY

AUGUST

JUNE

Asalha Bucha
This day is held in commemoration of 
Buddha’s first sermon in the Deer Park 

in Varanasi and the founding of the Buddhist 
monkhood. 

Khao Pansa
This marks the beginning of the 
Buddhist Lent, where monks stay in 

their monasteries for three months. In Ubon 
Ratchathani, a Candle Festival is held where 
elaborate candle floats are paraded to the wats. 
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23
Chulalongkorn Day

Visitors will spot the elaborate 
wreaths laid at the Equestrian 
Statue at Bangkok’s Royal 
Plaza, commemorating the 
death of the revered King 
Rama V who has brought 
Thailand into the modern era.

International Festival of Dance and Music

Bangkok plays hub to the world-class performing 
arts in Asia, where you’ll see top notch dance 
performances from famous artists and dancers from 
Thailand, Russia, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands, 
France and many others.

Naga 
Fireball 
Festival

Also known as 
the Mekong 
Lights, this 
phenomenon 
sees glowing 
orbs of light 
rising out 
from the 
Mekong River 
and floating 
silently into 
the air. The 
phenomenon 
is celebrated 
with a light 
and sound 
presentation 
and long boat 
races. 

Lai Ruea Fai

Head over to Nakhon Phanom 
for the Illuminated Boat 
Procession, where the Northeast 
locals will set Free fire boats 
decorated with flowers and 
lanterns 
onto the 
Mekong 
River. This 
happens 
at the 
end of the 
Buddhist 
Lent. 

CALENDAR SEP-DEC

NOVEMBER

OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER

DECEMBER
05
HM King’s Birthday

The locals have the deepest respect and utmost 
affection for the reigning king, so you’ll see 
elaborately decorated buildings and streets to 
mark the occasion. The celebration starts with 
fireworks near the Grand Palace. This day is also 
celebrated as Father’s Day in Thailand.

Thailand International Balloon Festival

You’ll see an amazing crowd of 300,000 gathering 
at Nakhon Ratchasima where hot-air balloons from 
the US, UK, Germany, France, Austria, Sweden, 
Denmark, South Africa, Croatia and Malaysia float up 
into the skies. Bring binoculars and your camera!

Dates change every year depending on the 
phases of the moon

Loi Krathong
It takes place on a full moon evening 
where locals will float their ‘krathongs’ 

(basket decorated with flowers, candles and 
incense sticks) on local canals for good luck and 
forgiveness from the Goddess of Water. For a wish 
to come true, the candle should still be burning 
till it’s out of sight. In northern Thailand, flying 
lanterns (Khom Loy) are released into the skies. 
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